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Taxation in Rhode Island. Rhode Island has, by law, an antiquated 
taxation system, ill-suited to meet the requirements of a rapidly increas- 
ing population. It is the general property tax, so-called, a uniform rate 
of taxation upon all kinds of property, from land, machinery, etc., to 
stocks, bonds, mortgages and investments. In spite of various amend- 
ments to the statutes, destined to reach the evasive intangible personalty, 
the revenue derived therefrom for a long time has been insufficient to 
keep the government machinery in good working order. To remedythis 
evil in 1909 a joint special committee on the taxation lawsof thestate was 
appointed. It reported March 1, 1910, after a most thorough and exten- 
sive investigation of taxation systems in other states as well as that of 
Rhode Island. 

The recommendations of this committee briefly summarized are as 
follows : " The enactment of a law creating the office of state tax commis- 
sioner, with a salary not exceeding $5,000 annually, providing the man- 
ner for his appointment for such term of years as will admit of an effect- 
ive execution of his duties, and carrying substantial advisory and super- 
visory powers over local assessments. 

"A law levying a state tax on collateral inheritances, with rates and 
exemptions approximating the provisions of the Massachusetts law. " A 
law imposing a state tax on domestic incorporated companies, which shall 
be assessed upon the capital stock of such corporations at the rate of 48 
cents on each $100 of the fair cash value of such stock and the funded 
and floating indebtedness of such corporations, less deductions for local 
taxation of realty and tangible personalty in this or other states, and 
taxed directly to the corporations. 

"The separate listing of realty and personalty liable to the general 
property tax, under the headings of land, improvements, tangible per- 
sonalty, and intangible personalty. 

''The systematic revaluation of the ratable property of the state, at 
stated periods. 

"A uniform date of assessment for all cities and towns. 
" The taxation of tangible personal property in the city or town where 
such property is located. 

"The elimination of debt exemptions from assessments upon all per- 
sonal property except credits. 

"Complete assessors' plats as a part of the public records in cities and 
towns. 

"A law relieving intangible personal property from the burden of the 
general property tax rate, and establishing a rate of forty-eight cents 
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upon each one hundred dollars valuation of such property, thirty-nine 
cents thereof to the use of the city or town were assessed, and nine cents 
thereof to the use of the state. 

"The taxation of real estate mortgages under the general provisions 
of the law recommended for intangible personal property, and at the 
same rate — forty-eight cents on each $100." 

Under separate headings in this report the subjects covered by these 
recommendations are taken up individually and extensively discussed. 
The report contains, also, in its appendix many tables, valuable for com- 
parative purposes. 

Two important taxation measures, drafted by the committee, have 
been introduced in the legislature. One is an act creating the office 
of tax commissioner. The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, appoints this officer for a term of three years. His annual salary 
is $5,000. His duties are to have general charge and control over 
the assessment of taxes, payable directly to the general treasurer, other 
than those paid by any city or town, except so far as such taxes are now 
assessed or fixed by special state officers or commissioners other than the 
general treasurer. All reports upon which any such tax is based, except 
those made to special state officers or commissioners, shall be made to the 
tax commissioner. In all cases in which he shall assess or determine the 
amount of any such tax he shall certify the amount to the general treas- 
urer for collection. The commissioner or his deputy from time to time 
shall inspect the work of local assessors and advise with them as to action 
that will tend to produce uniformity in valuation and assessment through- 
out the state. Uniform blanks for assessment rolls, providing for the 
separate assessment of different classes of property in each town, are to 
be prepared under his jurisdiction. The tax commissioner shall make 
reports to the general assembly and shall be considered and consulted as 
an authority when the constitutionality or construction of any tax statute 
is questioned in any court proceedings. 

This bill also provides for a state tax upon corporations in accordance 
with the committee's recommendation that a law be passed imposing 
such tax which shall be assessed upon the capital stock of corporations 
at the rate of 48 cents on each $100 of the fair cash value of such stock 
and funded and floating indebtedness of such corporations, less deduc- 
tions for local taxation of realty and tangible personalty in this or other 
states, and taxed directly to the corporations. Since a law fixing a cor- 
poration tax would necessitate the office of tax commissioner to value, 
assess and notify such corporations, these two measures have been com- 
bined in one act. 
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The other important bill is an act in amendment of the several chap- 
ters of the general laws concerning the revenue of the state and the 
taxation of property. It provides in detail for every other recommenda- 
tion of the committee with the exception of the question of a uniform 
date of assessment for all cities and towns; of a law fixing a minimum 
wage for city and town assessors, and of a law levying a state tax on 
collateral inheritances. 

It is doubtful whether either of these two important measures will be 
passed by this general assembly. The changes from the present statutes 
in some cases are so radical that several public hearings will be absolutely 
necessary before these bills can be brought before either branch of the 
legislature — and the sixty days session is nearly over. 

If no law is passed, the joint special committee still remains in exist- 
ence to investigate more fully the taxation and revenue problem, or to 
strengthen any weak points in its drafted bills that another year's 
research may bring to light. 

Grace Sherwood. 

Tuberculosis : County Laboratories and County Tuberculosis Hos- 
pitals in New York. Under the New York act of 1908, which gives the 
board of supervisors of a county the power to establish county labora- 
tories with a thoroughly trained and competent bacteriologist in charge, 
county laboratories have already been established in at least four coun- 
ties, other counties are contemplating taking the step and still others 
have taken advantage of the provision of the law whereby the board of 
supervisors of a county which has not established a county laboratory 
and a county bacteriologist, may make a contract with a county or city 
which has a laboratory and a bacteriologist, for the performance of such 
services as the board of supervisors may deem necessary in the interests 
of public health. 

This radical step in the direction of county aid to public health was 
followed in 1909 by the passage of an act for the establishment and main- 
tenance of county hospitals for the care of persons suffering from tuber- 
culosis. The board of supervisors of any county, may, by a majority 
vote establish such a tuberculosis hospital for which they shall appoint a 
board of managers, five in number, two of them to be physicians and 
their term of office to be for five years, with one term expiring annually. 
The board of managers appoints the superintendent, fixes salaries within 
the limits of the appropriations made by the board of supervisors, has 
general supervision, makes rules and regulations, maintains an effec- 



